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CAYMAN ISLANDS 

 
Public Health Law 

SHIPS (SANITATION CONTROL) 
REGULATIONS, 2011 

(SL 31 of 2011) 

In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 34, 49 and 72 of the Public Health Law 

(2002 Revision), the Governor in Cabinet makes the following Regulations — 

1. Citation 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Ships (Sanitation Control) 

Regulations, 2011. 

2. Definitions 

2. In these Regulations — 

“evidence of infection or contamination” includes any evidence or sign of — 

(a) vectors in any stage of growth; 

(b) animal reservoirs for vectors: rodents or other species that can carry 

human disease; 

(c) rodents or other species that can carry human disease; 

(d) microbiological, chemical or other risks to human health; or 

(e) inadequate sanitary measures; 

“master” and “port” have the meanings ascribed to them in the Port Authority 

Law (1999 Revision); 

“Port Health Officer” means an Environmental Health Officer; and 
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“Ship Sanitation Control Certificate” and “Ship Sanitation Control 

Exemption Certificate”, mean a certificate in the form prescribed in 

Schedule 1 . 

3. Sanitation control 

3. (1) If the master of a ship, which during its voyage has been in a foreign port, 

cannot produce to a Port Health Officer, at the place in the Islands where such 

ship arrives, a valid Ship Sanitation Control Certificate or a Ship Sanitation 

Control Exemption Certificate in respect of such ship, the Port Health Officer 

shall — 

(a) if such ship has arrived at a port, require the ship to be inspected to 

ascertain whether it is kept in such a condition as to be free of evidence 

of infection or contamination; or 

(b) if such ship is not in a port, direct the ship to proceed at its own risk to be 

inspected at the nearest port at which a Ship Sanitation Control 

Certificate or a Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate, as the 

case may be, can be obtained. 

(2) If, after the ship has been inspected, the Port Health Officer is satisfied that the 

ship is free from evidence of infection or contamination, he shall issue a Ship 

Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate. 

(3) If, after the ship has been inspected, the Port Health Officer is not so satisfied, 

he shall require the ship to be disinfected or decontaminated in a manner to be 

determined by him. 

(4) If the master produces a Ship Sanitation Control Certificate or a Ship 

Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate, but the Port Health Officer has 

evidence that the disinfection or decontamination was not satisfactorily 

completed, the Port Health Officer may, notwithstanding such certificate, 

exercise, in relation to the ship, his powers under paragraph (3). 

(5) The master shall forthwith make arrangements for any disinfection or 

decontamination required by the Port Health Officer. 

(6) When disinfection or decontamination has been completed to the satisfaction 

of the Port Health Officer, he shall issue a Ship Sanitation Control Certificate. 

(7) Before the Port Health Officer directs, under this regulation, that a ship shall 

proceed to a port, he shall consult with any customs officer present. 
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4. Issue of certificates after inspection 

4. Upon receipt of an application in writing from the master of a ship for a Ship 

Sanitation Control Certificate or a Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate in 

respect of such ship, the Port Health Officer shall take such steps as he considers 

necessary to satisfy himself that the ship is kept in such a condition as to be free 

from evidence of infection or contamination, or give directions for the disinfection 

or decontamination of the ship, as the case may require, and, on being satisfied as to 

the condition of the ship or that the disinfection or decontamination has been 

properly carried out, he shall issue the appropriate certificate. 

5. Filing of copy of certificate and payment of fees 

5. (1) A copy of every such certificate issued under regulation 3 shall be retained by 

the Department responsible for Environmental Health. 

(2) The master of a ship to be inspected under these Regulations shall pay the fees 

prescribed in Schedule 2, for the benefit of the revenue of the Islands. 

6. Compliance 

6. It shall be the duty of a Medical Officer of Health to monitor compliance with these 

Regulations and any international regulations applicable to, or having legal effect 

in, the Islands. 

7. Application of Mosquito (Research and Control) Law (2007 Revision) 

7. These Regulations do not derogate from the provisions of the Mosquito (Research 

and Control) Law (2007 Revision). 

8. Repeal of Ships (Rodent Control) Regulations (2003 Revision) 

8. The Ships (Rodent Control) Regulations (2003 Revision) are repealed. Ships 

(Sanitation Control) Regulations, 2011 
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SCHEDULE 2 

(Regulation 5(2)) 

FEES 

Ship Sanitation Control Certificate or Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate - 

for inspection during normal working hours $200.00 per hour or part thereof 

for inspection, outside of normal working hours $250.00 per hour or part thereof 

In this Schedule - 

(a) “normal working hours” means the period commencing at 8:00 a.m. and 

ending at 5:00 p.m. on any day other than a Saturday, Sunday or public 

general holiday; and 

(b) an inspection of a ship commences when the Port Health Officer boards 

the ship and ends when he leaves the ship. 

Made in Cabinet the 5th day of April, 2011. 

Kim Bullings 

Clerk of the Cabinet 
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