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L aw  23 of 1979 

I  a s se n t

T. R U SSELL 
G overnor

2nd O ctober, 1979

A LAW to contro l dealings in poisonous substances and  in p h a r ­
m aceu tical p roducts hav ing  p o ten tia l d an g er to health  if m isapp lied  
and for connected  purposes

ENACTED by the  L eg isla tu re  of the  C aym an Islands.

Short title 1 This L aw  m ay  be cited  a s  th e  P h a rm a c y  L aw . 1979

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  2 In th is Law , un less the  co n tex t Otherwise re q u ire s  -
“ B o ard ” m ean s  the  P h a rm a c y  Board estab lish ed  u n d er section  
3;

“ C h a irm an ” m ean s  the  C h a irm an  of the B oard desig n a ted  under 
section 4;

“ Chief A gricu ltu ra l O fficer” m e a n s  the person  fo r the  tim e  being  
holding o r ac tin g  in, th e  p ost of Chief A gricu ltu ra l O fficer or 
anyone w orking under h is  d irection ;

“ Chief M edical O fficer” m ean s  the  person  fo r th e  tim e  being  
holding o r ac ting  in the  post of Chief M edical O fficer o r  anyone 
w orking under his d irection ;

“ d e a le r”  m ean s  a person  au th o rized  by  the  B oard  u n d e r section  
10 to dea l in poisons;

“ G overnor” m ean s  the  G overnor in Council;
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o f  l l iC 
(Ml a r m a c y  
B o a r d

“ m edical p ra c titio n e r” m eans a person licensed under the H ealth  
P ra c titio n e rs ’ L aw , 1974, to p rac tice  m edicine or d en tis try ;

“ p h a rm a c e u tica l” m ean s a p rescribed  pharm aceu tica l product 
or c lass of p h a rm aceu tica l p roducts;

“ p h a rm a c is t” m ean s  a  person licensed under the H ealth  
P ra c titio n e rs ’ Lav.', 1974, to p rac tise  pharm acy  and  includes 
anyone ac ting  under his d irect supervision;

“poison” m ean s a p resc rib ed  poisoi7ous substance or c la ss  of 
poisonous su b stan ces;

“ p resc rib ed ” m ean s  p rescribed  by th is  Law or any  regulation  
m ade under it;

“ p rescrip tio n ” m e a n s  an order or authorization issued and 
signed by a  m ed ica l p a rc titio n e r or v e te rin ary  surgeon to supply , 
adm in is te r or consum e a  p h arm aceu tica l;

“ r e s t r ic te d  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l” m e a n s  a  p h a r m a c e u t ic a l  
p rescribed  a s  such  w hich m ay  not be dispensed or ad m in is te red  
excep t under p resc rip tio n  and ail d rugs scheduled in the M isuse 
of D rugs Law, 1973;

“ v e te rin ary  su rg eo n ”  has the m eaning  ascribed  to it by the 
V eterinary  Law . 1978

3 T here  is hereby  estab lish ed  a public au thority  called  the  P h a r ­
m acy  Board w hich, su b jec t to the provisions of this Lawc shall exerc ise  
the  pow ers conferred , and  d ischarge the duties im posed, on it by th is 
Law

C c i m p u s i E i u n  o f  
i l i c  B o a r d

4.. (1) The B oard  sha ll consist of -
(a) the  Chief M edical O fficer, vdio sha ll be C hairm an; and

(b) th ree  o ther m em b ers  appointed  by the G overnor each  of 
w'hom. shall, su b je c t to the  o ther p ro risions of th is section and 
un less he e a r lie r  d ies or vaca tes  liis office, hold office a t  the 
p leasu re  of the  Governor.

(2} A m em ber m ay  resign  his office by gi\dng w ritten  notice to 
the Governor

(3) A. m em ber appo in ted  under subsection (1) (b) who ceases  to 
be a  m em ber shall be elig ib le for re-appointm ent

(4) The nam es of th e  m em b ers  of the  Board as f irs t constitu ted  
and  p a r tic u la rs  of ev e ry  change in the  m em bersliip  thereof sha ll be 
published in the G azette

(5) n  a t  any  tim e a m em b er appoin ted  under subsection  {l)_{b) is 
by reason  of ill-health , ab sen ce  from  the  Islands or o ther sufficient 
cause  unable to perfo rm  h is duties a s  such, the G overnor m ay  appoint
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another person to a c t a s  a m e m b e r during  the incapacity  of the  su b ­
stan tive  m em ber and any  person so appointed shall while so ac tin g  be 
deem ed to be a m em b er

M e e l i i i g i  a n d  
p r o c e e d i n g s  
o f  I h e  B o a r d

P e c u n i a r y  
i n l c r e s t  o f  
m c j i i b c r s  t o  
b e  d i s c l o s e d

K e m u n e t a i i o i i  
o f  n i e m b c t s

A c t s ,  e t c  o f  t h e  
Bo a !  d  n o t  
t o  b e  i n v a l i d a t e d  
b y  r e a s o n  
o f  v a c a i i c i e s

Re s t !  i c i i o n  
o f  d e a l i n g  
W' i lh p o i s o n s

D e a l e i :

5, (1) The B oard shall m.eet a t  such tim es and  p laces as the
C hairm an m ay  decide

(2) The quorum  a t  any  m eeting  of the B oard  shall be  th ree  
m em b ers  presen t

(3) At ail m eetin g s of the Boai'd the C hairm an , or, in his ab sen ce , 
such other m em ber as the m em b ers  p resen t se lec t, sha ll p reside

(4) Ail questions com ing o r a ris in g  before a  m eetin g  of the  Board 
shall be decided by a  m a.iority of the m em bers p re se n t and  voting 
thereon  a t  the m eeting , save  th a t  the  person p resid ing  shall no t have 
an  original vote, bu t in the case  of an  equality  of votes he sha ll h av e  a 
casting  vote

(51 Subject to the  other p ro ris io n s of this section the B oard  m ay  
reg u la te  its own p rocedure

6 If a m em ber h as  a pecun ia ry  in te rest, d irec t or in d irec t, in any 
c o n trac t or o ther m a tte r  and  is p re sen t a t  a m eeting  of the  B oard  a t 
w hich the co n trac t or o ther m a tte r  is the sub jec t of considera tion , he 
shall a t  the m eeting , as  soon a s  p rac ticab le  a f te r  the  com m encem ent 
thereof, disclose the  fac t, w hich sha ll be recorded m  the m inu tes of the 
m eeting  and thereupon  such m e m b e r m ay  tak e  p a r t  in the  con­
sideration  or d iscussion  of the  c o n tra c t or o ther m a tte r , bu t sha ll not 
vote or otherw ise tak e  p a r t  in the  decision thereon  of the  B oard

7 A m em ber, not being a  public officer, m ay  be paid  and  receive  
from  public funds such allow ances fo r travelling  arid su bsistence  as 
m ay  from  tim e to tim e  be p ay ab le  to persons se rv ing  upon public 
bodies

8 No ac t or p roceed ing  of the  B oard  shall be invalid a ted  in  con­
sequence of th e re  being a v acan cy  in the num ber of m em b ers  of the 
B oard a t  the tim e of such  ac t o r proceeding

9 W hoever not being -
(a) the Chief M edical O fficer;
(b) a  m ed ical p rac titio n e r; 
ic) a p h a rm ac is t;
(d) a veterinary ' surgeon;
{ej a d ea le r; or
(f) the Chief A gricu ltu ra l Officer 

im ports or deals in any poison is gu ilty  of an  offence

10 (1) The B oard m av  au tho rise  any  person  v/ho -

(a) m ak es  application  in the  p rescribed  m an n er ;

(b) is over the age  of 18 y e a rs ;
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I m p r i f f ,  e t c  
<jf r c i l r i c i e d  
p l i d r m i i t c u  • 
l i c a l i

D i s p c n s i n i i
r c s c r i c i e d
p h a r m a c e u
t i c a l s

R c c i p i e n f s  
o f  p o i s o n s  
t o  b e  
i d e n n f i e d

P o i s o n s  B o o k

R e c o r d s  o f  
r e s f r i c t e d  
p l i a r m a c e u  
l i c a l s

(c) is in the  opinion of the  B oard a  person of good understand ing  
and  responsib ility ; and

(d) the  p resc rib ed  fee
to be a  dealer for the purposes of th is Law  sub jec t to such lim ita tions, 
restric tio n s and conditions as the B oard  sees fit to im pose in each  case

(2) The B oard  m ay  a ta n y  tim e  v a ry  or revoke any au thorisa tion  
w ith or w ithout com pensation  to the dealer

(3) The B oard shall issue to every  person authorised  under this 
section a  ce rtif ic a te  of au th o rity  in a  fo rm  approved  by the B oard

11 Subject to the  provisions of th is  Law w hoever, not being -
(a) the Chief M edical O fficer;
(b) a m ed ica l p rac titio n e r;
(c) the Chief A gricu ltu ra l Officer ; or
(d) a p h a rm a c is t

im ports , dispenses or otherw ise deals in re s tr ic ted  p h a rm aceu tica ls  is 
gu ilty  of an offence

12 W hoever being a  p h a rm a c is t d ispenses any  re s tric ted  p h a r ­
m aceu tica l o therw ise than  upon the au tho rity  of a p rescrip tion  is 
gu ilty  of an offence

13 W hoever being a  d ea le r  se lls  o r  d is trib u tes  any  poison to any  
person  -

(a) under the  age  of 18; o r

(b) whose inden tity  is no t w ell known to such dea le r o r  to a  
w itness th e re  p re se n t who is w ell known to h im ; or

(c) w ithout the  p u rc h a se r  sign ing  the en try  in the licensee’s book 
before de livery  of the  poison

is gu ilty  of an  offence

14. E v e ry  d ea le r  and  o ther person  law fully  dispensing poison under 
th is  Law  shall keep  and  a c c u ra te ly  m a in ta in  a  Poisons Book show ing

(a ) a ll stocks of poisons acq u ired :

(b) a ll stocks of poisons d isposed  of w ith the dates, am oun ts and  
n am es and  s ig n a tu re s  of th e  dea le r and  of the person  
acqu irin g  the  sam e;

(c) a ll ex isting  stocks; and

(d) such o th e r p a r tic u la rs  a s  m ay  be p rescribed

15 All p h a rm a c is ts  and o th e rs  law fully  dispensing re s tr ic te d  
p h a rm a c e u tica ls  under th is  L aw  sha ll keep  reco rds showing —

(a) all re s tr ic te d  p h a rm a c e u tica ls  acqu ired ;

C
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(b) all re s tr ic te d  p h a rm aceu tica ls  d ispensed  or o therw ise 
disposed of to g e th e r w ith prescrip tions o r o ther p a r tic u la rs  
show ing the  per sons to whom they  w ere to be ad m in is te red  or 
the m ean s  and  reaso n s  for disposal a s  the  case  m ay  b e ;

(c )su ch  o th e r p a r tic u la rs  as m ay be p resc rib ed

infoim.2i on 16 The Boaxd shall keep the  Collector of C ustom s in fo rm ed  of ail
tusioin- persons au tho rized  under th is Law to im port poisons o r re s tr ic ted

p h arm aceu tica ls  and  of all changes w hich occur in such  au tho riza tio n

Rij-iu of 17 All p laces used  for the s to rag e  of poisons and  re s tr ic te d  phar-
invp.eciiun m aceu ticals  a re  to be open to in sf^ction  by the Chief M edical Officer

a t ail reasonable  tim es together with all records req u ired  by th is  Law 
to be kept and  m a in ta in ed  and  whoever ~

(a )o b s tru c ts  h im  in ca rry in g  out an  inspection ;

(b) fa ils p rom ptly  to com ply with any  of his d irec tions g iven for 
the purpose  of fac ilita tin g  such inspection

is guilty of an offence

Sior.iKE anj 18 (1) All poisons and  ph arm aceu tica ls , w hether the  la t te r  a re
restric ted  or not, held in sto re  or dispensed from  sto re  shall be 
adequately  pack ag ed  and  labelled  and in p a r tic u la r  -

(a) a ll poisons shaU be c lea rly  labelled “ PO ISON: NOT TO B E 
TAKEN IN T E R N A L L Y ” ; and

(b) all re s tr ic te d  p h a rm a c e u tica ls  shall be c lea rly  labelled  w ith 
a descrip tion  of the ir contents and in tended  use and  th e ir  
n am es o r synonym s in the  P h arm aco ep ia  in w hich they  a re  
reco rded  w ith a  re fe ren ce  to the p a r tic u la r  P h a rm a c o e p ia  in 
each  case

{2} W here the  Chief M edical Officer is not sa tisfied  w ith the 
packing, s to rag e  or labelling  or any  poison or p h a rm a c e u tica l he shall 
give instructions for the rec tification  thereof and  w hoever receiv ing  
such instructions fa ils to com ply therew ith  is guilty  of an  offence

(3) The Chief M edical O fficer m ay  a t  any  tim e  re q u ire  any 
person au thorised  under th is  Law  to hold in s to re  any  poison or 
re s tr  icted p h a rm aceu tica l to m ak e  re tu rn  of stocks and  dealings

Regulations 19 The G ovem or m ay  m ak e  R egulations -
(a) p r e s c r ib in g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ,  p o iso n s  a n d  r e s t r ic te d  

p h a rm a c e u tica ls ;
(b) p re sc rib in g  fo rm s for use in the im p lem en ta tion  of th is  Law;
(c) p re sc rib in g  p ro ced u res  for im porta tion  and  custom s 

c le a ra n ce  of poisons and  p h a rm aceu tica ls ;
(d) p re sc rib in g  fees to  be ch arg ed  under section  iO (1) (d ); and

(e) p re sc rib in g  any th ing  by th is L aw  req u ire d  to  be p resc rib ed
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P e n a l

. a v i n j i  o f  
L a w  1 3 o f  
1 9 7 3  a n d  
i h c  C a y m a n i a n  
P r o t e c t i o n  
L a w  ( R)

20 W hoever -
(a ) m ak es  any  dec la ra tio n , s ta te m e n t or return for any  p u rp o se  ol 

th is Law in the  tru th  oi' w'hich he does not believe (the  onus 
of proof of his belief being upon h im ); or

(b) co n trav en es this Law  o r any  R egulations m ade h e reu n d e r

is guilty  oi an offence and pun ishab le  upon sum m ary  conviction w ith a 
fine not exceeding $1,000 or im p riso n m en t lo r a te rm  not exceed ing  six 
m onths or both

21, Nothing in th is  Law  d e ro g a tes  from  any provision of the M isuse oi 
D rugs Law, 1973, or the C aym anian  P ro tection  Law (R ev ised )

P a sse d  the L eg isla tive  A ssem bly th is  6th day  of Septem ber , 1979

T. R U SSELL
P re s id e n t

A LIN E WOOD 
A cting  C lerk of the L egislative A ssem bly

(Price  80 cen ts)


